
Friends of the Hatton 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 12th January 2016 

 

Present 

Vhairi Cardinal (VC), Alysia Trackim (AT), Bob Young (BY), Jean Taylor (JT), Pamela 

Parrish (PP), Richard Thompson (RT), Jill Arthey (JA), Julie Milne - Hatton/TWAM (JM), 

Hazel Barron-Cooper - Hatton/TWAM (HBC) 

 

Apologies 

Kelsey Thornton (KT), John Dance (JD), Violet Rook (VR), Simon Court (SC), Heather Baker 

(HB), Aubrey Anderson (AA), Rob Airey - Hatton/TWAM (RA), Martin Williams - TWAM 

(MW) 

 

Matters Arising 

It has been noted by the committee that the Long Gallery has been empty.  MW will no 

longer be handling the Hatton Gallery in the way that he has in the past, instead Rachel 

Black will be involved in fundraising across TWAM. 

 

Hatton Closure 

JM: Caireen Hart would like a list of committee members for the 25th February closure party.  

The 26th February will be the membership and public closure party. 

 

The 25th will be stakeholders, VIP, and university funding (directors, cultural institutions, and 

influential people) telling everyone that we are closing that celebrating the fantastic project. It 

is also a chance for advocacy. There will be speeches, Richard Davies will speak about the 

TWAM partnership and significant achievements.  Fred Brookes has been invited to speak.  

JM will also say something. It will be a formal event.  The 26th will be an informal event for 

artists, students, etc. to celebrate.  Both events will take place in the gallery.  The Hatton will 

shut officially after these. 

 

Gallery Report 

HBC: Currently we have the collection on show, some pieces of which haven’t been shown 

in years.  The Bacon has been reframed with non-reflective glass allowing for it to be seen in 

a way that hasn’t been possible in the past.  In the front we have Hamilton, Pasmore. There 

is also a drawing room, print room, and “people and places”.  Everyday there is a learning 

event going on and this will continue until the last day of the show.  Visitor figures have been 

great so far.  Half term workshops are planned. Things will not slow down until the end – 

working is 27th January. 

Offsite programme moving books and HBC, RA, and MK (Madeleine Kennedy) are working 

on the offsite Cabinet of Curiosities.  Copies of the Hatton collection will be in a container 

that will move around to different cultural sites around the NE to keep Hatton exposed during 

its closure and to drum up support.  Some examples are Baltic courtyard, Tyneside cinema. 

MK is putting together the brief and interviewing artists.  HBC will be working with local and 

hard-to-reach people via outreach.  She will be based at the Laing, along with the rest of the 

Hatton core staff.  They will highlight the first few exhibitions at targeted places such as 

secondary schools and special needs.  There is a Schwitters Home & Belonging projet 

focussing on people who have come to resettle in the NE and how they keep up culturally.  



They will look at and respond to the Merzbarn wall.  Refugees from Pakistan want to do 

photos of themselves with objects of significance.  University students will be involved as 

well, The Art participation project & officer will deal with this.  There will be a society set up 

for people that want to be involved with the Hatton.  When it reopens there will be a student 

cohort being set up through Jennifer Alanson & the HLF bid team. 

JM: FOTH has to look at a strategy for being deeply involved with the art participation officer, 

which is a part-time post being created during the closure.  Currently the Hatton staff only 

consist of JM, HBC, and RA.  There will be a gap in communication that needs to be filled to 

move things forward that this post will hopefully bridge. 

In the future the FOTH meetings will not be able to take place in the usual offices as the 

closure will affect them.  JM suggests the function room for this purpose. 

JT: the Hatton will be packing the first week of March. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

JD notes that TWAM has yet to reimburse FOTH for the exhibition sales, this totals 

£1053.83. JM suggested that JD contact Kate O. 

JD: the estimated account balance at the end of 2015 is £3540. 

 

Membership Report 

RT: membership as of 12 January is at 221, a net increase in 6 since the September 

meeting.  7 new members joined, but one long standing member left. 

Since the start of 2015 there have been 26 new members.  This has been offset by the 

departure of 32 for fees unpaid, one deceased (Ms Eileen Sandy) and one resignation. 

RT noted that there aren’t many membership cards left.  It was suggested that RT email MW 

about the design specs from WARM to get them reprinted. 

 

Events Report 

JT: 2015 has been a very good year for workshops, lectures, and talks.  We recruited new 

members directly because of the programme.  2016 we have two print workshops in January 

and February that have been fully booked at 10 people each. 

Other workshops planned are map-making in March/April and Monoprinting and Textile: 

Batik. 

No lectures or talks have been organised as we’ll not have use of the seminar room due to 

the closure.  Alternative spaces need to be looked at.  Suggested is The Art Centre, 

Westgate Road, and Northern Stage.  The mezzanine at Northern Stage is £50 for two 

hours, could as for a £3 donation from participants to help cover the cost of renting the 

space.  We also need to note that Hatton tables, chairs, and wine glasses may not be 

available.  JM suggested to email Eric Crosse about places around the uni to use. 

JT events are meeting with Nadia Hebson from the MFA to discuss her project with the MFA 

students and possible FOTH participation.  She is also interesting in giving a lecture on 

women artists. Other possible lectures are: Jackson Pollack: Late works, Van Gogh, Willian 

Nicholson, and Thomas Harrison Hair.  JT suggests missing the MFA degree show this year 

due to no use of the gallery and lack of participants. 

JM noted that during the closure more adhesion between Hatton and FOTH would be good 

for exposure for both. 

 

Next Meeting 

08/03/16 16:30, meet in Hatton foyer. 


