
 

 

Friends of the Hatton Gallery  
 
Minutes of the Committee Meeting 
 
Held in office 2 on Tuesday 15th January, 2013 
 
Present:- Simon Court - Chair, Bob Young, Alysia Trackim, Jean Taylor, Kelsey 
Thornton, Hazel Barron-Cooper - Gallery 
 

1) Apologies for Absence:  AA, VC, JD, RT, VR, JE 
 
2) Matters arising from minutes of meeting held on the 13th Nov 2012 none of note. 
 
3) Treasurer’s report 
• Balance on 25.12.12 - £7,224.38 
• The January bank statement has not yet been issued.  Most members pay in 

January by SO, so there should be a big increase then.  Meanwhile there is a 
steady trickle of people renewing by cheque plus some new members. New 
members tend to join immediately after one of the exhibitions. 

• We have still not been invoiced by the printer for work relating to the Xmas 
show. 

• Mrs PS Woof is still paying us £12 each month by SO - neither Richard nor I 
have been able to contact her.  At some point we will doubtless need to refund 
all the overpayments. Does any one know Mrs Woof or have any sort of 
contact? 

• If anyone would like any sort of breakdown of the figures for 2012, or a copy of 
the accounts, please let JD know - e.g.. BY has needed a breakdown of 
printing costs with comparisons for previous years. 

 
4) Membership report - none presented (RT sent apologies unable to attend on the         
3rd Tuesday of the month. 
 
5) Events 

The events for the year, 2013 had been previously circulated for approval and will 
be presented to the membership in due course in the form of regular bulletins.  
The Newsletter /publicity sub-committee met on the 9th of January 2013 and 
details of this were presented by Jean Taylor in the main.  Bob Young summarised  
their discussions as follows concerning the Newsletter.  
Forthcoming events should be prominently displayed - with copy that attracts 
attention. 
Forms A and B should not be stapled into the Newsletter but should stand alone, 
allowing them to be handed to potential new members.  In addition, there would be 
a need for attractive /informative copy on the reverse of this pamphlet. 
Booking forms should be on a separate sheet. 
One solution would be to have the programme of events for the year on a single 
sheet that includes booking slips. These were all accepted as the way forward. 

 
BY presented details of the past costs of the Newsletter, which have risen by 60%.  It 
was accepted that we should perhaps reduce the number of newsletters to 1 per 



 

 

year.  KT suggested an annual report where communication with the membership 
would be via 3-4 bulletins per year.  It was accepted the best way of informing those 
with e-mail addresses was electronically. The chairpiece in the next bulletin is to 
explore this issue with the membership, asking them to submit e-mail addresses to 
RT, if available, and also to say if they were happy to receive electronic versions of 
bulletins and newsletters.  It was felt important that a paper version should always be 
available for those that preferred this format.  BY is working on the current bulletin.  
We were reminded that subscriptions are due. 
 The Party.  It was felt by several members that the party this year was less well 
attended and that the PC auction should be discontinued for a period. The venue and 
attaching it to a Hatton event were felt to be good initiatives, but that we should link it 
to the Summer Show.  HB-C suggested a Garden Party in the quadrangle garden 
with a musical quartet.  Seemingly there had been a successful musical event in the 
Hatton recently.  
 
6) Gallery news presented by HBC. We were encouraged to submit Gallery 
Questionnaires - see below.  This relates to the funding submissions to HLF. 
     To reach the online questionnaire Friends should go to; 
           http://forms.ncl.ac.uk/view.php?id=4062 title = '' Hatton Gallery 
Redevelopment Questionnaire” 
HB-C presented details of the forthcoming Ed Ruscha (Pop Art supremo, friend of A 
Warhol) exhibition 21st Feb-21st May.  This is part of the “Artists Room” project run 
by the Tate. 
HB-C also presented plans for a Young People’s project in the Hatton during the 
Easter holiday.  She hopes to attract 10 YP/group (Music, Art books, Photography). 
 

7) Winter exhibition  
It was agreed we should be seeking a venue for this NOW.  JT agreed to look again 
at the Newcastle Arts Centre option and SC agreed to write to Julie Milne to see if the 
Laing had space for such exhibitions. 
    BY argued that the Hancock, as a venue, ”wasn’t all bad.”  
• They helped with putting up and taking down. 
• The footfall was good and included young children 
• Perhaps it should be hung at a lower level to improve their eye line. 

a)  KT suggested the Winter exhibition could be aimed at children specifically.  It was 
recognised that decisions on these issues could be discussed and decided at a later 
date 

 
8) AOB It was pointed out that The Hatton and the GNM were to lose 100% of their 
funding from Newcastle Local Authority.  There are ways you can have your say: 

Hatton Gallery  @HattonGallery 
Want to have a say about the proposed budget reductions for Newcastle cultural 
venues? Here's how! http://www.twmuseums.org.uk/latest/news/article-title.html … 
You can write directly to Ewen Weir Acting Chief Executive   
ewen.weir@newcastle.gov.UK 
 

9) Date and Time of next meeting Tuesday12 March, 20134. 
  
 
Signed:__________________________________________  Date:_____________ 


