
Friends of the Hatton 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd July 2013 
 

1. Present: Vhairi Cardinal (Chair); Alysia Trackim (Vice-Chair); Simon Court; Pamela 
Parish; Grace Slattery; Jean Taylor; Richard Thompson; Kelsey Thornton; Bob 
Young. 

 
2. Apologies: Aubrey Anderson; John Dance; Jo Elliott; Violet Rook; Marion 

Thompson. 
 

3. Vhairi welcomed Grace Slattery to the committee. Grace is to manage the Friends 
Facebook pages and website. 

 
4. Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 11th June, 2013:  None. 

 
5. The Minutes of the Meeting of 11th June were accepted as a true record. 

 
6. Gallery Report: A verbal report was given by Rob Airey. 
a. The current exhibitions, which included the FotH summer show, had received many 

positive comments.  The next scheduled exhibition will be the MFA show in August.  
However, after a few problems in planning for October the gallery had decided to 
show a number of works from their own collection.  This focussed on art of the ‘60’s 
and British figurative art of the ‘80’s, including work by Ken Curry and other 
significant artists working at that time. In November work from the Jerwood Drawing 
Prize and a photographic exhibition entitled ‘Inspirational Women of the North East’ 
would be featured. 

b. Rob was unable to provide an update on the progress of the capital development of 
the gallery.  However, Simon, who had spoken the Martin, reported that the initial bid 
for the funding of a full submission had unfortunately been unsuccessful. However, it 
had received considerable positive feedback which had warranted a re-submission in 
June.  The outcome to this was expected on 25th September. He also mentioned a 
Hatton fund raising event, to which the Catherine Cookson fund had already pledged 
£4,000. This was planned for 29th October. 

c. Rob mentioned this evenings event at the Gallery and expressed his appreciation to 
FotH for their contribution towards the participants expenses.  Vhairi suggested FotH 
could possibly continue to help fund such events in the future. 

d. Bob expressed appreciation to Rob on behalf of FotH for the help of gallery staff in 
putting up the summer show. 

Vhairi thanked Rob for is impromptu report. 
 

7. Treasurers Report:  In the absence of John, Vhairi reported that FotH had now 
received the gift aid. 

 
8. Membership Report: Richard reported that to date membership details in terms of 

numbers were: 
Members Paid 2013  :  197 
Honorary Members     11 
Total     208 
 
Number of Members on dBase (2013)   231 
Number of Members on dBase (2012)   209 

  



 
9. Events 
a. Jean reported that although Rob’s talk had been cancelled due to lack of uptake, it 

might be possible to include it in the schedule of events for next year. The John 
Steele event scheduled for Whittingham in July had also been cancelled for similar 
reasons and it was thought this might be due to many people being on holiday. Jean 
asked if John Steel would consider doing a workshop at the Hatton, possibly next 
year. Richard agreed to make enquiries. 

Other scheduled events are: 
b. Friends MFA tour of the students works:  5th September 
c. ‘Big Draw’ workshop:  28th September. 
d. Malcolm Yorke Lecture on Josef Herman: 22nd October 
e. ‘Pin Hole Camera’ workshop on 16th and 23rd November. 
f. Jean referred to possible venues for future FotH exhibitions.  ‘Details’ (Newcastle Art 

Centre) where booked until 2014 but if members wished to pursue that option an 
application would need to be made soon.  In addition, the Peoples Theatre could host 
a show in 2015.  Irrespective, Jean would still press for either the Long Gallery at the 
Hatton or space at the Hancock.  Bob was of the view that if at all possible we should 
not move away from the Hatton or the Hancock, given our established links with 
them. 

g. The timing of the next bulletin was discussed.  Bob said he would be aiming for 
August and this would include all forthcoming events. 

 
10. Publicity:  

Bob outlined the publicity carried out for the current FotH exhibition. This included the 
printing of 100 one third size A4 leaflets and a number of A3 posters.  Historically, 
such publicity had received a degree of external criticism but to date there had not 
been any on this occasion. 
Bob also thanked everyone who had helped with the exhibition, which had been hung 
in record time.   
Alysia said the exhibition was a well-supported event and to date three works had 
been sold. 

 
11. Constitution:  

Vhairi circulated copies.  The purpose of this item was to look at the relationship 
between FotH and the Hatton in a bit more detail, with the prime objective of 
improving mutual support in furtherance of the arts.  While the objectives of FotH 
were clear (as set out in its constitution), it was thought it would be helpful to have a 
better understanding of how FotH featured in key gallery objectives and functions 
such as planning and the budget setting processes.  It was agreed to pursue this 
further at future meetings. 

 
12. Any Other Business:  
a. Vhairi said that Caroline Coode has celebrated her 75th birthday, and that FotH 

should invite her to do a ‘retrospective’ for the 2014 summer show.  This was 
generally agreed. 

b. Bob said this year’s exhibition was coming down on 17th August and therefore all 
unsold works should to be removed at that time. Also help in taking down the 
paintings would be needed. 

c. Bob reminded all that the deadline for items for the August Bulletin would be 11th 
August. 

 
13. Date of Next Meeting:  3rd September 2013 at 4.30pm in Office 2. 


