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Dear Friends 
Welcome back! This is a brief newsletter to update you about the Friends of the Hatton now that 
covid restrictions have finally been lifted and we are starting to live with the virus. 

Just before ‘omicron struck’, we were able to hold an Annual General Meeting. This took place in 
November 2021 and Members were circulated with the agenda in October.  It was a well-attended 
meeting and a key outcome was the appointment of a new committee for 2022/23.  

New committee 
The new committee were able to meet for the first time on 12th February when we were also able to 
co-opt Bill Jackson as acting Chairperson.  

Bill was a Member of Friends of the Hatton for a number of years in the 1990’s and 2000’s until he 
was relocated to Buckinghamshire. He has since returned to the North and at the first opportunity 
re-joined the association.  

He has considerable experience with work in the arts having established a charitable organisation 
and community interest company to help raise awareness of the arts in deprived areas.  When in 
Buckinghamshire he directed an opened and Art Gallery and has continually been a supporter  
of the arts. 

Over the years Bill has chaired numerous organisations. He took up the role at the committee 
meeting on 12th March. 

Upcoming Lectures and Events 
The first talk one of our programme of lectures and events will be presented by Dan Russell from 
The NewBridge Project entitled ‘The Collective Studio, Progressive yet Realistic Artist Development 
in Newcastle’. The event will take place on Saturday, 7 May at 12:30 in the Learning Room of the 
Hatton Gallery. Visit https://friendsofthehatton.org.uk for more information.  
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February meeting 

At the February meeting the committee set out key objectives for the Association. These will be 
discussed with the Curator for Tyne and Wear Museums; Julie Milne and her staff in the spring. 

We seek to:  

• Continue to contribute financially towards Hatton acquisitions and projects and identify what 
more we can do to support the gallery. 

• Establish an ’open exhibition’ in the main Gallery. This is in recognition of the fact that many of 
our members are practitioners and had in earlier years enjoyed the benefit of exhibiting works 
in the Main Gallery.  Initial thoughts were that this would be based on similar lines to the RA 
Summer Exhibitions. In our case Members of FOTH would be allowed one work. Further 
submissions, and any submission from non-members would be subject to the approval of a 
selection committee. 

• Arrange social events linked to our exhibitions and other annual events. 
• Assist Gallery staff in archiving the art work in the Hatton collection. 
• Arrange tours to view the many works belonging to the gallery which are held in storage. 
• Arrange a programme of Lectures exclusively for Members and their Guests. 
• Arrange Workshops and educational events, again, for Members and their Guests 
• Forge links with Newcastle University to pursue tour guide opportunities and attend talks and 

exhibitions arranged by the University. 
• Pursue discount opportunities in art related activities and products exclusively for the 

Membership. 
• Explore the idea for forging international links through member exhibitions. 

Updating your membership 
During the lock down we did not seek membership fees, although some of you did continue with 
subscriptions during that period. Now that we are restarting our activities, we are asking members to 
update their subscriptions for the year ahead.   

Fees remain as follows. Single member £15, Family or double £20 and student or under 25’s £5. 

• If you use internet banking you can pay by cash transfer (our preferred option) using  
FOTH sort code: 30-90-50 and account name and number: Friends of the Hatton 00043391. 

• To pay by cheque, please send to the FOTH Treasurer, John Dance, 41 Trajan Avenue, South 
Shields NE33 2AN.  Please include your full contact details with your remittance.  

Finally, we would like your help. We have a short questionnaire on-line about the kind of events and 
activities you might be interested in attending (see https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GY8VQL7 
or visit our website for the direct link). We hope you can spare a couple of minutes to fill it in.  

Following the March Committee meeting and our meeting with Julie Milne we will be back with a full 
bulletin with further information. 

Until then, best wishes from 

The Friends of the Hatton committee 


